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youngy’ poreans

Ms Zhang Tingjun and Dr Juliana Chan (inset] are 'Firu|i:|::i|1 the Juniar Chamber |nternational Singapare's

Ten Qutstanding Young Peaple awards. -

ALFRED CHLLA
afredchuamfemedizcong.oomsg

SINGARORE — When she first started
the Asian Scientist magazine in 201,
[ Juliane Chan wanted it to "give 4
viodee to Asian sclenee and selentists",

“& lot af the publications are West-
arn-centricand [ wantad tohelpthese
agually good Asian scientists make
thalr mark,” =aid Dr Char, 8 rassareh
fiallow at tha Agraney for Scienca, Teeh-
nology and Rasearch,

[z was & GRe-man — or one-Winl-
an — show gt the start, the 20-year-
ald quipped. De Chan, whe is dus o
acart her awn laboratory &t Nanyvang
Technological Universicy's Lae Kongr
Chian Bchonl of Medivine in MNovam-
her, recalled having te "eode che entire
wakbgita" herself, while persuading her
friends in research to sontribuce ar-
ticlea. "Thia website I8 fust moy way of
maxing my passion for scienea more
accessible to the general public”
ahe addad.

[re Chran's work paid off lass reenta
when the World Scientific Publishing
Comparny, Singapore's largest sclance
and vachnology puhlisher, invested a
high six-figure sum ine har comupany,
Agian Scientist Publishing, which pro-
duces the magazine.

[ Chan is arang 16 promising Sin-
gaporeans whoemerged as finalists in
the.Junior Chamber International Sin-
gapore’s Ten Cutstanding Young Peo-
pla swards, which aims to recognise
young prafeasionals Bavwesn the sges
of 18 and A0 who create poEitive change
in their respective fields.

Past recipientsof the award include
Prime Miniatar Les Hsien Looang
{1875, Environmen: and Watar Ra-
apureas Minister Vivian Balakrishnan
{1980) and paralympic swimmear Yip
Pim Xiu (20010

Crcher finalists chis vear include
paralvmplan Leurentia Tan, crimi-
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nal lewyar Josaphus Tan and encre-
preneur Brans Ong.

For 30-yvear-old Zhang Tingjun,
anaotnar finalist at this year's awards,
itwias alsa passion that lad her to start
The Chain Beaction Projact ('TCRP)
in 2009, The non-profit erganiaation
uses adventure a5 8 platform ta raisa
awaranass for various causes araund
the region.

“It was the perfect apportunity to
marey my passion for adventure and
sports with my passion for paople.
And chis wastha fires time [ could re-
ally see the overlap [of my passions)]”
ghe aaid.

This marriage, powaver, was cer-
cainly mot a bad of roses. as the adven-
cure and aport junkie would cestify.
Ma Fhang and her co-founder never
drew g salary for tha first owo years
af TORPs aperations, and the former
brocadeast journalist conk up emcesing
to keep her going.

There wera other challenges too,
"Wetva had money that we raisad ba
directad thacharicy that was latar ac-
cuzed of fraud,” sha racalled.

“There were days when we would
be ao tired of it all. We would doukbt
aurselves and wonder, "Why don't we
Just go back to (the) corporace world
anrd ks normal'”

Thiz was where her axperiance as
a former national nechall player, cam-
peCing &t internacional evencs such as
the Comrmorraealth Games, the World
Championahips and the Asian Games
provad usafiul.

“If wou have what it takes to last
through some of thoss crazy adven-
tures, you nave whar it cakes vo be an
effactive catalyst for changs beeause it
cales the agme thing" aaid Ms Zhang,

To dace, clese to 400 participancs
nave joined TCRP on its adventures,
raising atocal of some SSA00,000 for
it= adoptad charitiss thar has benefit-
ced moare than 30,000 people.




